
	
	

HORSE-CENTERED	RESCHOOLING	PROGRAMSM		
Frequently	Asked	Questions	

	
What does the Maker’s Mark Secretariat Center (MMSC) do? 
The MMSC, which is located at the Kentucky Horse Park, is dedicated to three things: 
1. Giving racehorses new skill sets after racing so they can go on to different careers. 
2. Educating the public about the athleticism and versatility of the OTTB. 
3. Broadcasting the news that owners and breeders do care deeply about horses and are willing to 
participate in an aftercare solution. 
 
What is the MMSC Horse-Centered Reschooling ProgramSM? 
Horses that reside on campus are matriculated into the Horse Centered ReSchooling Program℠ (HCRP). 
The HCRP was developed by MMSC Executive Director, Susanna Thomas, a lifelong horsewoman and 
holistic thinker. It is based on the belief that to reschool a horse successfully and expeditiously, its mind, 
body, and spirit all must be tended to with equal care. Once the horse arrives at the MMSC, it is reviewed 
by a team of experts: dentist, farrier, vet, nutrition specialist, chiropractor, acupuncturist, and various 
practitioners of alternative therapies to ensure that the horse is as balanced physically from the onset as it 
can be. From there horses are assessed for temperament and learning style in a round pen, using natural 
horsemanship and Tellington-Jones techniques, as well as mounted police “bomb proofing” 
desensitization exercises. Training progresses classically then with in hand ground work, lunging and 
long lining, followed by interdisciplinary introductions to dressage, jumping, trail riding, cross country 
work, and, when possible, horse shows. Potential adopters are carefully screened and must come to the 
MMSC to meet and ride the horse/s to ensure an excellent and enduring match. 
 
What are the intake criteria for horses for the HCRP? 
The MMSC is always on the lookout for Thoroughbreds that need to transition to new careers. Because of 
our premier location at the Kentucky Horse Park, our limited space (17 acres of paddock and one ten stall 
barn), and our mission to showcase the athleticism of the off-track Thoroughbred, we have to be 
discriminating about our selection of MMSC candidates.  
 
We do take horses of either sex (stallions must be castrated and preferably healed PRIOR to intake), raced 
or unraced, and typically between the ages of 3 and 9. We do not take in Thoroughbreds who are not 
registered with the Jockey Club. Horses that are older or have former injuries that could significantly 
compromise new athletic endeavors are welcome in our Noble Horse Program. 
 
What is involved for the donor of the horse? 
Should you have a horse that you would like to donate to our program, please contact us at 
mmsecretariatcenter@gmail.com and send information about the horse, including pedigree, injury history, 
height, and vices. If possible, please also send four conformation photos (front, rear, right and left sides) 
and a short You-tube video of the horse moving either at liberty or under saddle at a walk, trot and canter 
in both directions. Depending on the proximity, we may ask to come see the horse.  
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If the horse is accepted into the HCRP, the donor must complete an Intake Agreement, which after a 30-
day assessment period transfers ownership of the horse to the MMSC. The 30-day assessment period 
protects the MMSC in the event a major vice (such as rearing) or an old significant injury (such as a 
sesamoid fracture) becomes apparent during training and poses a concern for the horse’s athletic future.  
The horse’s registration number or tattoo MUST be provided to the MMSC. We also ask for the horse’s 
Jockey Club registration papers to be signed over to the MMSC. The donor must provide transportation 
for the horse to the MMSC at the Kentucky Horse Park, and the horse must have a current Coggins, a 
health certificate issues within the preceding 30 days, and a rhino/flu vaccine given within the preceding 
30 days. If the horse has a known injury history, we would appreciate copies of any vet reports, 
radiographs, or ultrasounds, as appropriate. 
 
Because we exist only on the generosity of our supporters and whatever adoption fees we can garner, we 
hope that you support your horse and its reschooling with a donation of a minimum of $1,500 at the time 
of surrender.  This sum, as well as the horse itself (up to $5,000) are tax deductible. 
 
What are the benefits to the donor? 
If your horse is accepted into the program, you may claim a tax deduction for the horse itself (up to 
$5,000), as well as for any donation you provide to help support the horse’s care and reschooling while at 
the MMSC. If the horse’s Jockey Club registration papers are provided to the MMSC, we will have them 
stamped as “Retired from Racing” by the Jockey Club in order to protect the horse as much as possible in 
its future. These papers will stay on file at the MMSC for the duration of the horse’s life. The MMSC 
pledges to give your horse the necessary reschooling for a new career, to match it up with an ideal adopter 
and to track the animal for life. We can herald your generosity and your responsible ownership of a 
racehorse on our webpage by providing a link to your organization or business. 
 
Will the donor receive updates on the donated horse? 
Yes. While the horse is in training at the MMSC, the donor of the horse or any of the horse’s connections 
are welcome to come visit during normal business hours. When the horse is adopted, the MMSC will 
notify the donor, provide a photo of the horse with its adopter, and provide contact information for the 
adopter if requested. The MMSC tracks all adopted horses for life and receives yearly updates and photos. 
This information is available to the donor upon request at any time, and major accomplishments in the 
horse’s life and training will be shared with the donor throughout the year. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION! 
	
	
	


